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SUBJECT: US/USSR DIRECT COMMUNICATIONS LINK (DCL) 

NCS FOR MR. JOSEPH ROSE, COMSAT FOR MR. WILLIAM LEE 

1. REQUEST AMEMBASSY DELIVER FOLLOWING LETTER TO MR. 
MINASHIN: 

"DEAR DR. MINASHIN: 

I HAVE RECEIVED YOUR LETTER OF NOVEMBER 4, 1975 AND I 
APOLOGIZE FOR THE DELAY IN RESPONDING. UNFORTUNATELY, I 
HAD JUST RETURNED FROM A TRIP WHEN IT ARRIVED, AND I HAVE 
BEEN ATTENDING A CONFERENCE SINCE THAT TIME. 

CONCERNING THE QUESTION OF THE POSSIBILITY OF USING THE 
L VOV STATION FOR THE DCL, I REGRET THAT I DO NOT RECALL 
THE CONVERSATION DURING THE 1973 NEGOTIATIONS TO WHICH YOU 
REFER. I ACKNOWLEDGE THAT YOUR LETTERS OF JUNE 30, JULY 
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14, AND OCTOBER 23 DID INDEED CONTAIN STATEMENTS OF YOUR 
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INTENTION TO MOVE THE DCL. HOWEVER, A REVIEW OF THE COR 
RESPONDENCE FORWARDED TO YOU ON JULY 3, JULY 25 AND NOVEM- 
BER 1 IN RESPONSE TO YOUR LETTERS REVEALS THAT WE DID NOT 

CONCUR IN THE MOVE. 

THE PROTOCOLS NEGOTIATED IN 1973 SPECIFICALLY INDICATE 
THAT THE DCL INTELSAT STATION WILL BE LOCATED IN THE VIC- 
INITY OF MOSCOW. I SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS TO INTELSAT 
ON BEHALF OF YOUR GOVERNMENT FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

THEREFORE, I AM CONCERNED AT THE UNILATERAL ACTION WHICH 
YOU HAVE TAKEN TO SHUT DOWN THE MOSCOW STATION AND TO DIS 
CONTINUE YOUR EFFORTS TO IMPROVE THE MOSCOW STATION OPER- 
ATIONS AT THIS TIME. AS PREVIOUSLY STATED, WE BELIEVE 
THAT THE INSTALLATION OF THE NEW SCPC EQUIPMENT IN THE 
MOSCOW STATION, WHICH APPEARED TO BE YOUR ORIGINAL PLAN, 
MAY VERY WELL HAVE CORRECTED THE PROBLEMS OF THAT STATION. 
THEREFORE, YOUR DECISION NOT TO INSTALL THE NEW SCPC 
EQUIPMENT IN MOSCOW IS OF SOME CONCERN TO US. FURTERMORE, 

I AM ADVISED THAT CERTAIN EARTH STATION TO EARTH STATION 
(MOSCOW/ETAM) TESTS INDICATE THAT THE PROBLEMS COULD VERY 
WELL LIE BEYOND THE MOSCOW STATION IN THE TERRESTIAL SYS- 
TEM. YOU ARE, OF COURSE, IN THE BEST POSITION TO CON- 
FIRM THIS. WE RECOGNIZE THE DIFFICULTIES OF OPERATING AT 
LOW ANGLES AND I RECALL A CONVERSATION WITH YOU ABOUT 
THIS PROBLEM DURING THE DECEMBER 1973 MEETINGS. AS STATED 
THEN, WE MAY HAVE SOME FLEXIBILITY IN FREQUENCY ASSIGNMENT 
WHICH MAY ASSIST YOU IN THIS MATTER. 

HOWEVER, EXAMINATIONS BY OUR ENGINEERS INDICATE THAT THEY 
ARE UNABLE TO DETECT THAT LOW ANGLE OPERATION OR IMPROPER 
FREQUENCIES ARE CONTRIBUTING TO THE OPERATING DIFFI- 
CULTIES OF THE MOSCOW STATION. 

A SECOND ANTENNA WAS RECENTLY INSTALLED AT THE INTELSAT 
ETAM EARTH STATION WHICH IS COMPLETELY INTERCHANGEABLE 
WITH THE EXISTING EARTH STATION ANTENNA. THE TERMINOLOGY 
ETAM- 1 AND ETAM-2 REFERS TO THESE TWO ANTENNAS. INTEL- 
SAT ADVISED YOU OF THE TRANSFER OF TGP-4 FROM ONE ANTENNA 
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TO THE OTHER. BOTH LOCATED AT ETAM. WE REGRET ANY CON- 
FUSION WHICH MAY HAVE BEEN CAUSED BY THIS. 

IN VIEW OF THESE MATTERS, WE CONCUR THAT A DISCUSSION BE- 
TWEEN THE DCL DELEGATIONS OF THE US AND THE USSR WOULD BE 
USEFUL. TO PERMIT TIME FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN AGENDA 
AND TO PREPARE FOR THESE DISCUSSIONS WE PROPOSE THAT THESE 
DISCUSSIONS BE HELD AROUND THE MIDDLE OF JANUARY. WE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 

ACCEPT YOUR KIND INVITATION TO CONDUCT THESE DISCUSSIONS 
IN MOSCOW, OR IF YOU PREFER ANY OTHER LOCATION CONVENIENT 
TO BOTH SIDES, ASSUMING THE JANUARY TIME IS ACCEPTABLE. 

IN THE MEANTIME, WE BELIEVE THAT THE TESTING OF TGP-4 AT 
THE MOSCOW STATION SHOULD CONTINUE IF AT ALL POSSIBLE. 

SINCERELY, WILLIS E. NAEHER, DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
FOR COMMUNICATIONS.” 

2. PLEASE ADVISE WHEN DELIVERY IS MADE TO DR. MINASHIN. 

INGERSOLL 
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